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{As an example, in Edward Sampson’s presentation

of identity politics in the academic journal of

American Psychologist, Identity is defined
999%9simply as an artifact of power.}
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{My History with this inquiry very nearly
brackets the period from the years when
identity first began to interest political
scientists down to the present time, when
identity has become a principal political
concept. Beginning with a doctoral dissertation
in political science at the University of
Wisconsin advised by Murray Edelman, this
research was first reported in 1975 book
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{Why Identity ? People create whole nation
states just to make the point about who they
are, and how they are different from the people
of the other side of the border. Identity and
system of power at root, all systems of power
involve an accommodation with human
identity needs. Totalitarianism is often
rationalized through some collectivized
concept of identity based in race, territory, or
ideology. Citizenship is a marker of identity as
well as a legal status, an entitlement to rights,
and a set of obligation to legitimate powers and
authorities. The logic of democracy is that
citizenship should be defined broadly and
should be available to all those who commit to
the rules of a law-governed society. Identity as
it relates to access to power is largely
neutralized through our own constitution retain
references to “Natural-Born Citizens” in
describing the qualifications for the
0999999 presidency.}
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